THE RESTORATION

Lord's Nativity. As we went up to receive the
Sacrament the miscreants held their muskets against
us as if they would have shot at the altar.' A little
later he notes: 'There was now a collection for per-
secuted Ministers of the Church of England whereof
divers are in prison. A sad day! The Church now
in dens and caves of the earth.'

With Cromwell's death the restraining power of
the Army and the Saints began to disintegrate. As
Baxter and his Presbyterian colleagues passed through
the streets of London to congratulate Monk on his
policy they felt that the spirit of licence and debauch
was abroad. Of the rejoicings on the night when
Monk had declared for a free Parliament and the
doom of the Rump was pronounced, Pepys says
'indeed it was past imagination both the greatness
and the suddenness of it. ... All along burning and
roasting and drinking for rumps. . . , Bowbells and
all the bells in all the Churches were a-ringing.' Of
the details of what followed it is not my business to
speak at length. Anglican and Presbyterian had com-
bined to bring home the King, weary of the excesses
of soldiers, sectarians, and fanatics; but all efforts at
conciliation and compromise failed with consequences
of far-reaching effect for the history of the English
people at home and in America. History has placed
the blame, and not without considerable justification,
on the Bishops and the exasperated spirit of an
oppressed and insulted Church suddenly restored to
power. But a candid reader of Baxter's elaborate
statements will, I think, feel that what the Presby-
terians demanded came to a fairly complete surrender
of the whole position for which the Anglican Church
stood as a reformed but still Catholic and historic
church; and would also, as Arnold maintained, have
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